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National Council of Women of Victoria Inc. 

 

Registered Office: 

RHSV Building, 239 A'Beckett Street Melbourne. 

Postal Address: 

PO Box 18186, Collins Street East, 8003 

M: 0447 351 234 

E: info@ncwvic.org.au 

Website: http://www.ncwvic.org.au  

ABN 18227073059   Registration No. A0004465H 

 

 

Affiliated with: 

National Council of Women of Australia Inc. Ltd 

and thus, to the International Council of Women (ICW-CIF) which has consultative status  

with the United Nations Economic and Social Council. 

 

 

Our purposes: 
¶ To provide a non-party political, non-sectarian, not for profit, umbrella organisation with 

broadly humanitarian and educational objectives empowering women and girls and 

raising awareness of gender equality.   

¶ To act as a voice on issues and concerns of women and girls at a State level. 

¶ To develop policies and responses on behalf of women and girls on a State-wide basis. 

¶ To maiƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ. 

¶ To link with the women of Australia and the International Council of Women through         

the National Council of Women of Australia and contribute to the implementation of 

their plans of action and policies. 

 

The Golden Rule to society, custom and law:  
 ά5ƻ ǳƴǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ Řƻ ǳƴǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ 

 

 ̀

mailto:info@ncwvic.org.au
http://www.ncwvic.org.au/
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN OF VICTORIA - AN INTRODUCTION 

 

The National Council of Women of Victoria is a not-for-profit, umbrella organisation with 

broadly humanitarian objectives, with twenty-nine Organisational Members, and over forty 

Individual Members, from across Greater Melbourne, regional and rural Victoria. 

 

It brings together a number of the more significant member-based organisations for women 

and Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) with Observer Status with the UN Economic and Social 

Council. This includes professional organisations like the Victorian MeŘƛŎŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩs Society, 

ŀƴŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ [ƻŎŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ōŀǎŜŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ƭƛƪŜ 

Soroptimist International, Beta Sigma Phi Victoria, Melbourne Legacy (Widows), various 

alumni associations, the National Council of Jewish Women, Uniting Church Victoria & 

Tasmania Synod Adult fellowship, other church and faith based groups, newer and older 

ŘƛŀǎǇƻǊŀ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴƛŀƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ όVictorian State 

9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜύΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ DǊƻǳǇΣ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 

Association, Australasian Centre for Human Rights and Health, and many other local and 

community groups. 

 

The International Council of Women (ICW-CIF), the oldest truly international ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 

organisation, was founded in the United States in 1888. In Victoria, the National Council of 

Women was founded in 1902, just after the establishment of the Commonwealth of Australia 

and seven years after a National Council was established in Sydney in 1896. The National 

Council of Women of Australia was founded in 1931 to give the Constituent Councils a united 

voice, a necessity when communicating with the Federal Government and ICW-CIF. 

 

The common aim is to work for the well-being of women and their families: the right to physical 

safety, to education at all levels, and to receive equal pay for equal work. It is agreed that 

violence in the home and public places is a crime, as is discrimination on the basis of gender, 

race or marital status. The Council partners with professionals, policy makers and the 

community, to become more informed on issues of the day and to take action where 

appropriate, including making submissions to Government, to Parliamentary Committees and 

to inquiries into significant issue affecting women, families and the community as a whole. 

 

National Council of Women of Victoria supports the view expressed by Hillary Clinton, in 2012, 

that women and girls deserve the same rights as their fathers, brothers and sons. The NCWV 

Respect Brochure was developed in 2013 as a simple help for newcomers to assist them 

understand the rights of women in their new homeland, Australia. The brochure saw the 

commencement of the Respect Programme which examines differing aspects of violence and 

discrimination. 
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2019-2020 Committee: Back Row: May Hu JP OAM, Freda Kaufman, Ronniet Milliken,  

Elida Brereton, June Anderson, Beverley Kannegiesser, Marita Fitzpatrick 

Front Row: Hean Bee Wee AM, Elisabeth Newman AM, Pam Hammond 

tw9{L59b¢Ω{ w9thw¢ ς Elisabeth Newman AM 

ñThe received history is ΨƻƘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΣ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƎŜǘǎ ŘƻƴŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ 

ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘΩΦ I would like us to unpack to the next level and say, no -- 

ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ŘƻƴŜΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ƻƴŎŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΧ  

I do want to ǇǳǎƘ ōŀŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƘŜƭǇƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘΦέ ς Julia Gillard 

I have much pleasure in presenting the 117th Annual Report of the National Council of Women of 

Victoria, ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ōǳǘ ŀ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ нл19-2020. I commend the 

reports within this document to you. 

Sadly, this past year NCWV has recorded the passing of four members, two of whom had been very active 

long standing members and were still taking a keen interest in NCWV until their deaths, although very 

seldom able to attend meetings during the last couple of years of their lives.  Both were always cheerful 

and uncomplaining despite their poor mobility; they were thankful for their wheelie-walkers that gave 

them the valued freedom to get about. One was Mavis Lynch, a founding member of the Central 

Gippsland Branch of NCWV. The last time I saw Mavis was at the official closing of the Branch in June 

2018, I had arrived back from an ICW-CIF meeting a few days before her funeral which was a dignified 

and informative celebration of her life. Beryle Foster OAM was an equally dedicated and active member 

of NCWV. Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ .ŜǊȅƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜΣ her daughter, Robyn, and I conducted 

an in depth investigation into the working conditions of Outworkers on behalf of the Associates (now 

Individual Members) Some years later I was questioned about our findings at a Federal Parliamentary 

Inquiry into Outworkers. (see details p 20) 
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On a happy note, in November 2019 I was very pleased to learn that the Rt. Hon. The Lord Mayor of 

aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜ {ŀƭƭȅ /ŀǇǇ ƘŀŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ b/²±Ωǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ tŀǘǊƻƴ. In February 2020 I had the pleasant 

duty to present Dr Pat Phair OAM with Honorary Life Membership of NCWV. Pat quietly goes about her 

work for NCWV having held a number of executive positions over the years. She is currently the 

Environment and Habitat Advisor; about the only time Pat makes sure she is heard, is when she presents 

her well researched environment reports at Council Meetings.   

Mid-August 2019, Pam Hammond and I had a constructive meeting with the Rt. Hon. the Lord Mayor of 

Melbourne, the Manager and a team leader from the Social Investments Dept. City of Melbourne. The 

purpose was to explore ways in which NCWV could support certain projects within the CBD. A few of us 

ǘƻƻƪ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǿŀƭƪǎ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ inquiries about programs 

to support the homeless, particularly homeless women. The COVID-19 crisis has prevented action. 

This year has not been easy. We had the horrific bushfires over much of the Summer, even Melbourne, 

well away from the fires, except for some minor grass fires, was shrouded in smoke for days. Messages 

of support were sent to members and friends in Country Victoria. Several member organisations and 

Individual Members were involved in supporting those who were evacuated, had suffered losses and/or 

supported the fire-fighters. The Festive Season was not joyous for many. 

No sooner were the fires extinguished than we were hit with the corona virus, COVID-19, and its sudden 

spread around the world starting in China. This very virulent virus, six to seven months on, shows little 

sign of abating for a while yet. World-wide (June 2020) 19million + people have been infected, 600,000+ 

have died but around 9million have recovered. Here in Victoria, by the end of June, we considered things 

to be bad as the number of cases were beginning to significantly rise again, but the number is mild 

compared to many other countries. Strict quarantine/social isolation measures world -wide are causing 

health issues particularly mental health and a rise in the abuse of women and children. With the closure 

of businesses, a severe economic crisis with millions made jobless, is putting strain on welfare agencies 

helping those in need through no fault of their own. The world has not seen such uncertainty. 

As the world starts to look at recovery from the corona virus, Civil Society, including WomenΩs 

Organisations, such as NCWV, must watch that civil liberties/human rights are fully restored. The 

ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ 

to men. Here, in Australia, the Prime Minister has set up a COVID-19 Coordination Commission (NCCC), 

to advise the Government on actions to overcome the economic and social effects and develop plans 

for recovery. However, the Commission is made up of 8 men and 2 women! Hardly the equality which 

women strive so hard for. 

I was to have attended the 64th Commission on the Status of Women in March 2020. Six days before I was 

due to leave for NY the Commission was cancelled except for the opening business formalities; to date 

the Commission is yet to be closed. It will be September before the fate of 65th Commission will be known. 

It could be cancelled, if not, it is likely to be reduced in size and may not be held in NY. This year women, 

not only were planning to celebrate 25th anniversary of the Beijing Platform for Action, but also 10th 

Anniversary of UN Women and 20th anniversary of Security Council Resolution 1325 making rape a war 

crime. A tremendous amount of preparatory work was undertaken for CSW64 to mark 25th 

Anniversary of Beijing+25. I took part in virtual meetings organised by Carole Shaw. 

NCWV was intending to hold its four major annual events, however, we have only been able to 

hold three due to the COVID-19 crisis. 
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On 19th August 2019, NCWV held My Vote My Voice in partnership with the Australian Local 

DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ό±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴ ±ƻǘŜǊǎ ±ƛŎǘoria. This annual 

event, highly regarded by schools, saw a record number of schools apply to take part. This year 

the Students were invited to research Male and Female Youth as Future Voters in preparation for 

presenting their findings in a three-minute speech.  I have since visited the Melbourne schools 

with another member of NCWV, whilst Janice Latham visited the Geelong schools, to present 

awards and certificates and say a few words about NCWV. These visits are much appreciated by 

the schools. Students often approach us for further information and ask how to join NCWV. A 

further two students have joined NCWV. When visiting Fintona GS in December to present the My 

Vote My Voice certificates and award, it was most gratifying to learn that Sam Higgins MP, after 

hearing the Hansard recordings of the speeches, had contacted the school to say he was most 

impressed by the studentsΩ speeches so invited them and a few fellow students to Parliament House 

to discuss the voting age; they were also given a tour of Parliament House. A most positive outcome 

for My Vote MY Voice.  (See full report page 20) 

At the end of November 2019, we held the Festive End of Year Luncheon at the William Angliss 
Institute, thus illustrating support of an aim of NCWV viz. the education and training of young people. 
As in previous years it was a most enjoyable occasion. Selba Gondoza Luka spoke of the great and 
much needed work Afri-Aus Care undertakes in supporting youth in need in the Dandenong area.  
Two students from Westall Secondary College provided musical entertainment. 

On 20th January 2020 we celebrated the 59th !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ 5ŀȅ tƛƻƴŜŜǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ tŜŀŎŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ ƛƴ YŜƴǎƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ Pioneer Women and the 
Environment. The Guest speaker, Pam Robinson OAM, a founding member of Landcare, spoke about 
two other founding members, Joan Kirner AC and Heather Mitchell OBE AM and mentioned the 
environment in general, including the effect bushfires, which Victoria was experiencing at the time, 
have on flora and fauna. The Girl Guides provided the Colour Party. Following the Ceremony, members 
had lunch at the nearby café. Later, a sheath of native flowers was ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƛƻƴŜŜǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Garden and placed beneath the plaque close to the Grotto. 

                

            

Girl Guides 

Colour Party 

 

Sebastian 

Wee helping 

speaker, Pam 

Robinson 

OAM 

Pioneer 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 

Ceremony 

at the 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 

Peace 

Garden 
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Committee with Nadine Richings (back) and Pam Robinson OAM 9ƭƛǎŀōŜǘƘ ϧ tŀƳ ŀǘ tƛƻƴŜŜǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
        Garden laying sheath at plaque. 

The end of March saw the start of lookdown restrictions due to the spread of the corona virus. Thus, 

new ways of working commenced for NCWV with us working from home and conducting virtual 

meetings using ZOOM. Running such meetings is demanding, more so than if face to face. Although not 

technologically minded, with the support of the Committee, I have made history by conducting the first 

virtual meetings for NCWV. However, over the past few years, Skype has been used occasionally when 

a Committee member been unable to attend a Committee meeting in person. Although prevented from 

attending face to face meetings etc., with the use of ZOOM for all NCWV meetings, the actual work of 

the Council has not changed. There was an increase in correspondence at the start of the lockdown, 

that has eased but advocacy has increased.  

Other activities of NCWV include:  

¶ Following the commencement of the 1st ƭƻŎƪŘƻǿƴΣ L ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ŀƭƭ b/²±Ωǎ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

Members mostly by email and all of the Individual members, including Hon. Members mainly by 

phone a few by email or post. Members have also been in contact with each other.  

¶ Regrettably the May Forum άDŜƴŘŜǊ 9ǉǳƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ {ŜȄǳŀƭ IŀǊŀǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪǇƭŀŎŜέ Ƙad to be 

cancelled because of the restrictions due to the corona virus, however, topics discussed at the May 

virtual Council meeting picked up on aspects of the theme. (see report page 21) 

¶ The Respect Programme has been strengthened. There is much advocacy work to undertake as a 

result of the COVID-19 restrictions as well as with ongoƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ άǘǊƻǳōƭŜŘέ youth. The Council 

has continued to advocate against all forms of discrimination and violence against women and girls; 

it is yet to update the Respect Brochure.  

¶ Submissions were lodged with the Victorian Royal Commission inquiry into Mental Health and 

the CŜŘŜǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Royal Commission into Aged Care. Two briefings related to the effects 

of restrictions due to COVID-19 have been released and a further two are due for release in July. 

Letters have been written to Victorian Ministers on matters of concern to the Council   

¶ The Committee overseeing the Sylvia Gelman AM MBE Scholarship has developed guidelines and 

has launched the Scholarship by circulating an application form and information about the 

Scholarship. 

¶ I have attended the AGMs and other functions of a number of our Organisational Members and 

Affiliated Organisations (friends)  

¶ Contact with Government House has been maintained. 
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As NCWV President, I am automatically on the NCWA Board, so have taken part in the NCWA Board 

bi-monthly teleconferences except November, when Vice-President Ronniet Milliken represented me. 

ZOOM was successfully trialled in June; it looks to become the way for communication in the future. 

Both Hean Bee Wee AM and I, as co-opted Ex-Officio Board Members of ICW-CIF, took part in the virtual 

Board meeting in June. We also attended the Asia Pacific Regional Council meeting in India last 

November All face to face meetings have been cancelled since March. Planning is about to commence 

for the General Assembly to be held, hopefully, in September,2021.   

I thank all Members of NCWV and non-members, who have supported the Council over this last year, a 

year of great uncertainty and challenges. Thanks go to the Committee Members, particularly to the 

Executive Officers especially Pam Hammond, a most efficient Hon. Secretary, and Hean Bee Wee AM a 

meticulous Hon. Treasurer. With all this support, NCWV has undertaken much during this past year. 

As I end my term as President of NCWV I sincerely thank all who have supported and assisted me over 

the three years four months. Having never thought of myself as presidential material, I consider myself 

the reluctant President. Little did I think, when, with no warning, I took over as Interim President in May 

2017, that I would then see three years as President. However, it has been an honour to serve NCWV 

and a fitting way to end my time as a member of the Committee which I first joined in 1981. I have found 

the experience enjoyable as well as interesting. At times it has been quite demanding, but no more so 

than this past year which, due to the COVID-19 restrictions, has been extremely challenging. Running 

virtual meetings is demanding. It has been a very busy year with much advocacy accomplished. This last 

year has also brought me two pleasant surprises: receiving Honorary Life Membership of NCWV, for 

which I thank you; in the Australia Day Honours receiving Honorary Membership (AM) of the Order of 

Australia for significant service to women at the national and international level. I look on this award as 

also being for those who have assisted me over the years. A big thank you. 

I wish my successor well as a new άnormέ unfolds; I trust she does not experience the challenges I have 

had during 2020. 

 

THANKS 

To all who have given of their services in some 
way, small or large, including: 

Photographers: J. Eleanor Holden;  
Rod Hammond 

Anonymous ς Donors large and small, including 
stationery and other goods in kind.   

Hon. Bruce Atkinson MLC, Parliament of Victoria 

Hon. Shaun Leane MLC Past President of the 
Legislative Council, Parliament of Victoria 

Mary-Dee Morgan, and Parliamentary Services 
Staff, Parliament of Victoria 

City of Melbourne 

Complete Function Hire 

 

 

Justice Connect Not-for-Profit Law 

League of Women Voters of Victoria, Bessie 
Rischbieth Memorial Trust. 

Jaz Lee, VirtuaLEE 

NAB South Melbourne 

Officeworks 

RMIT 

Stephen Reynolds, Photosynthesis Graphic 
Design, Blackburn  

Victorian Electoral Commission 

Workgroup Computer Solutions WCS ς  
Terry Komis and Team 

Westpac Banking 

And to the many guest speakers during the year.
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ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

Media 

The NCWV website has been up-dated regularly over the year thanks to efficient Jaz at VirtuaLEE. 

Media releases and Briefings have been sent to newspapers and the ABC to promote events, such as My Vote My 

±ƻƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ b/²±Ωǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ /OVID-19 on Gender Gap, Mental Health, the Environment and 

Women in Lockdown. In each case we have referred the recipients to our website. 

MEETINGS 

The Hon. Secretary (Public Officer) for 2019-20 has been Pam Hammond. 

During the past year, ten Council meetings were held, seven on Level 4, Ross House, Flinders Lane, Melbourne, 

including the AGM in September 2019, and three virtually due to restrictions of conducting gatherings because 

of COVID-19, two of these using ZOOM. Three meetings were late afternoon to enable students and those in 

paid work to attend. These have proved quite popular, though some members are unavailable later in the day. 

Eleven Committee meetings were also held during the same period, seven at the Royal Historical Society, 

!Ω.ŜŎƪŜǘǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜΣ ƻƴŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ǿƛŀ ½hhaΦ 

Attendance of Committee Members at Committee meetings 2019-2020 

Number of meetings held: 11 from July 2019 ς June 2020 

 Elisabeth Newman AM (President)    11 

 Ronniet Milliken (Vice President)   ŦǊƻƳ {ŜǇǘΦ Ψмф  8 

 Freda Kaufman (Vice President)      8 

 Pam Hammond (Hon. Secretary)    11 

 Hean Bee Wee AM (Hon. Treasurer)     7 

 May Hu OAM JP (Standing Committee Co-ordinator)  11 

 Beverley Kannegiesser (Rep for Individual Members) from Sept.  7 

 Marita Fitzpatrick (Committee Member, Regional)     from Sept.  3 

 Elida Brereton (Committee Member)     9 

 June Anderson (Committee Member)  ŦǊƻƳ {ŜǇǘΦ Ψмф  7 

 Janet Park (Vice President)   until Aug. 2019  2 

Eleanor Holden (Rep for Individual Members) until Aug.2019  2 

 
Elisabeth and Pam at work in the Ψmake shiftΩ Office when COVID-19 restrictions permitted   
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   Council meetings, topics and speakers, 2019-20 

July   5:15pm: Lucy Skelton, aŜƭōƻǳǊƴŜ DƛǊƭǎΩ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 
Richmond, founder of the Student Voice Network, 
a free platform for students to share resources, 
meet, take action on issues of collective 
importance. 

August Workshop giving input into submissions to the two 
Royal Commissions: Aged Care and Mental Health. 

September Annual General Meeting. Hean Bee Wee AM, 
Treasurer NCWV, President APRC -Asia Pacific 
Regional Council of International Council of 
Women, which includes councils from India, 
Taiwan and many island countries. She spoke of 
Ψ9ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΩ ŀƴŘ ΨLƴŎƭǳǎƛǾƛǘȅΩ ǎǘŜƳƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ 
years growing up and being educated in Malaysia 
which enflamed her desire to make a difference. 
She gained a Commerce degree at Adelaide 
University, but at first had difficulty gaining work, 
being a woman and Chinese.  

October Fiona Armstrong, Founder, Climate & Health 
Alliance, health stakeholders who feel the threat 
to human health from climate change needs 
prompt action. They reviewed research, finding 
links, noting that if people hear about climate 
change in the context of health, they listen more. 

November 5:15pm: Carole SƘŀǿΣ !ǎƛŀ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Watch, a non-ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ 
who monitor and collaborate with governments 
and non-government organisations and the UN, to 
advance human rights. She spoke of the review of 
ǘƘŜ .ŜƛƧƛƴƎ ΨDeclaration and Platform for Action on 
Equality, Development and tŜŀŎŜΩ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƛƴ 
Beijing in 1995, attended by 26,500 women, 700 
Australians, 100 from Victoria. 

November End of Year Festive Luncheon was addressed by 
Malawian-born Selba Gondoza Luka, a Mental 
Health Clinician specialising in at-risk youth within 
African and CALD communities, founding Afri-Aus 
Care in 2015, offering biopsychosocial, wellbeing 
risk assessment and counselling. Volunteers work 
with representatives from CALD communities. 

Mai &Emily  Selba 

January The 59th Annual Australia Day tƛƻƴŜŜǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
/ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ tŜŀŎŜ DŀǊŘŜƴΣ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ on 
Pioneer Women in the Environment. Speaker, Pam 
Robinson OAM, founding member of Landcare, spoke 
of two Pioneers, who believed in a bipartisan approach 
- Joan Kirner AC, Labor Premier and Heather Mitchell 
OBE AM, President, Victorian Farmers Federation.  

February Dr Nadine Richings spoke on preventing extinction by 
assisted reproductive technology, methods to create 
pregnancy, explaining that survival of animals, plants, 
microbes, fungi and ecosystems on Earth require 
habitat and breeding. Interconnection within all life 
ƻŎŎǳǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾŜǊǎƛƴƎ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ 
unchanged. Bio Banks have been created around the 
world to freeze eggs and sperm, also the Millennial 
seed bank in Norway to protect against extinction.  

 
March 5:15pm: Alice Gomez, Team Leader, Youth Leadership, 

Centre for Multicultural Youth: CMY began in 1980s to 
fill the gap in support services for young people from 
migrant backgrounds, especially refugees. Alice 
oversees staff and programs that support these young 
people to develop leadership skills, have their voices 
heard, and lead positive change in the community. 

April ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ψ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭΩ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ tŀǇŜǊǎ 
were sent out well ahead with members encouraged 
to send comments on matters on the Agenda and/or 
of concern to them. 

May First ZOOM meeting held in lieu of May Forum with the 
ŦƻŎǳǎ άDŜƴŘŜǊ 9ǉǳƛǘȅ ƛƴ ²ƻǊƪǇƭŀŎŜǎέΦ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ .ŜǘƘ 
Gaze, who teaches Equality, Discrimination and 
Administrative Law at University of Melbourne Law 
School and Dr Deborah Towns OAM spoke on the State 
Gender Equality Action Plan and Workplace Gender 
Equality Act. They also outlined the effect of COVID-19 
on women. 

June Julie Kun, CEO Women's Information Referral Exchange 
(WIRE) spoke on the impact of COVID-19 on family 
violence. With the lockdown women are close to their 
abuser, finding a safe place to make a call is hard. They 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŎƘildren to overhear which is difficult with 
home learning. Phone calls/webchats have increased. 
Some men are using COVID-19 as an abuse mechanism. 

 

https://www.dvrcv.org.au/womens-information-referral-exchange-wire
https://www.dvrcv.org.au/womens-information-referral-exchange-wire
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Committee Members, including Office 
bearers 2019-2020 

President: Elisabeth Newman AM 

Vice Presidents: Freda Kaufman; Ronniet Milliken 

Hon. Secretary & Public Officer: Pam Hammond 

Hon. Treasurer: Hean Bee Wee AM 

Standing Committee Coordinator: May Hu OAM JP 

Beverley Kannegiesser - LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ wŜǇΦ 

Marita Fitzpatrick - Regional (Geelong) 

Elida Brereton  

June Anderson 

Honorary Positions 
Patron in Chief 

The Hon. Linda Dessau AC Governor of Victoria 
Patron 
The Rt. Hon. Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Sally Capp 

Honorary Life Members 
Diane Alley OBE 

Mary Allinson 

Gracia Baylor AM 

Col. Joyce Fischer  

Janet Galley OAM 

Elisabeth Newman AM 

Anne Parton  

Dr Patricia Phair OAM  

Col. Betty Spikin 

Eleanor Sumner 

 
Dr Pat Phair OAM, Fiona Armstrong 

Individual Life Members 
Beverly Blythe Bailey  

Sheila Byard OAM 

Leonie Christopherson AM  

Janet Galley OAM 

Sandy L. Munro 

Elisabeth Newman AM 

Jennie Russell OAM 

Honorary NCWV Archivist 
Janet Galley OAM  

National Council of Women of Australia ς 
Positions held by Victorians 

Diane Alley OBE - Honorary Life Vice President 

Eleanor Sumner - Honorary Life Vice President 

Elisabeth Newman AM ς Board Member 

May Hu OAM JP ς Co-ordinator, Communications 

Standing Committee 

Dr Deborah Towns OAMς Adviser Women and 

Employment and Economics 

International Council of Women 

Elisabeth Newman AM, Co-opted Ex -Officio 
Board Member, Joint Co-ordinator Standing 
Committees, Director Project Five-O  

Hean Bee Wee AM, Co-opted Ex-Officio Board 
Member, Finance Committee Member, 
President, Asia Pacific Regional Council. 

Leonie Christopherson AM, Co-ordinator 
Communications Standing Committee 

NCWV Representatives 
Corrections Victoria Stakeholder Forum: 
Barbara Latham 
Ross House Association:  Anne Parton 

Associate Organisations (Friends): 
COTA Victoria: Council of the Aged  

HAAG: Housing for the Aged Action Group 

Her Place: Women's Museum Australia Ltd.  

Jean Hailes Foundation 

Prison Network 

vǳŜŜƴ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ 

Ross House Association 

Royal Historical Society of Victoria 

Safe Steps 

Travellers Aid 

Women with Disabilities Victoria 

²Lw9Υ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ Referral Exchange 

±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ 
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Organisational Members & Delegates 2019-20 

Aus-Afri Care 
 Selba Gondoza Luka / Kwacha Luka 

Australasian Centre for Human Rights and Health  
   5Ǌ aŀƴƧǳƭŀ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ κ DŀǳǊƛ YŀǇƻƻǊ 

Australia Day Council (Vic.) Inc. 
 Barbara Latham /  Greta Diskin 

Australian Asia Businesǎ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 
 June Anderson / Kim Wen. 

Australian Local Government Women's Association Inc 

(Victoria) 

Beta Sigma Phi Victoria Inc 

  Ronniet Milliken 
Firbank Old Grammarians Association  

  Dr Pat Phair OAM / Pam Hammond 

 Girl Guides Victoria  

 Joan Baden Powell / Jessie Handoll 

           League of Women Voters of Victoria 

 Deborah Towns OAM / Elva Tout 

Liberal Women's Council Victoria 

 Cate Barresi / Jenny Mulholland 

Melbourne Legacy (Widows) 

 Jennie Russell OAM 

Methodists Ladies Collage Old Collegians Club 

   Elida Brereton/Gabrielle Lim 

aƻƻƴŜŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ DƻƭŘŜƴ !ƎŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ DǊƻǳǇ 

  Edith Chen / Maree Snow 

bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ LƴŎΦ  

  May Hu / Nancy Wang 

National Council of Jewish Women Australia Inc.  

(Victoria)  

 Malvina Malinek / Freda Kaufman 

NCWV Geelong Branch  

 Marita Fitzpatrick / Jan Kinlock OAM 

Presbyterian Ladies College Old Collegians Association 

 Anne Parton / Belinda Steel 

Returned & Services Nurses Club of Victoria  

Sub-Branch RSL  

 Pam Webster / Robyn Pritchard 

 

Royal Commonwealth Society Victoria Branch 

 Elisabeth Newman/ Lloyd Byrne 

Soroptimists International of Victoria 

 Sue Whitehead / Gale Jurkiw 

           ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ /ƭǳō LƴŎΦ 

 Nurcihan Ozturk / Fidan Diekcan 

Ukrainian Women's Association of Australia - Victoria  

 Yanina Dutka / Nadia Soloczynskyj 

Union of Australian Women (Victoria) 

 Frances Mackieson / Anne Sgro 

Uniting Church Australia Victoria and Tasmanian 

Synod Adult Fellowship   Dorothy Underwood 

±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ 

 Dr Rosalie Cooper / Dr Rosalind Terry 

²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ¢ŜƳǇŜǊŀƴŎŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ς Drug Free 

Lifestyles  Rhona Theodore / Jan Shattock 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ½ƛƻƴƛǎǘ hǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ 

 Nina Richwol 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ 

 Jeanette Large / Caroline Larcher 

 
 

 
Monthly Council Meeting at Ross House
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Individual Members  

Veronica Agobong 
June Anderson  
Barbara Brown   
Robyn Buccheri    
Cecelia Cheng   
Guosheng Chen   
Eva Court   
Birute Don 
Terri Dry     
Adrianne Fleming OAM 
Michelle Gibbings 
Jessie Handoll 
Eleanor Holden 
Sheridan Ingram 
Barbara Joyce 
Beverley Kannegiesser 
Freda Kaufman 
Olga Korytsky 
Wendy Le Get 
Nyanom Mayong 
Fiona Patten MP 

Rebecca Overend 
Janet Park 
Benjie Perryman  
Carol Robertson 
Helen Rodd  
Rysia Rozen OAM 
Judith Ryles OAM 
Carol Walters 
Hean Bee Wee AM 
Norma Wells  
Pamela Williams OAM 
Phyll Williams  
Margaret Wilson 

YoungNCWVic  
Zam Zam Aden 
Liana and Issie Baldwin 
Emma Fu 
Diya John  
Sarah Morgan 
Rachel Prince 
Lucy Skelton  
Lucy Vogel

 

NCWV Standing Committee Members: 30 June 2020 
State Co-ordinator of Standing Committees:    May Hu OAM JP 
Status of Women: 
Convenor: Sheila Byard OAM 

Advisers:  Human Rights:     Barbara Latham (Corrections/Prisons only) 
    Legislation:      Sheila Byard OAM  
    International Relations and Peace:     Vacant 
    Conventions:                                            Vacant  

Sustainable Development: 
Advisers: Women and Employment:     Dr Deborah Towns OAM 

     Economics:               Emma Fu 
     Consumer Affairs:                  Edith Chen 

      Rural and Urban Women:       Janice Latham 
General Well-Being: 
 Advisers:  Health and Nutrition:                        Freda Kaufman 
     Environnent and Habitat :               Dr Pat Phair OAM 
Communications: 
 Advisers:  Education:                             Pam Hammond  
     Arts, Letters and Music:                         Rachel Prince 
     Mass Media:                                         May Hu OAM JP 
Social Issues: 
Convenor Elisabeth Newman AM 

Advisers:  Child and Family:               June Anderson 
     Youth:                         Sarah Morgan 
      Ageing:                         Edith Chen 
     Multicultural Issues and Migration:     Nurcihan Ozturk      
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IN MEMORIAM AND AWARDS JULY 2019-JUNE 2020 

IN MEMORIAM 

Mavis J. Lynch. deceased 4th November 2019. 
Inaugural and Foundation Member ς NCWV Central Gippsland Branch  
Still actively involved in this Branch when it formally closed in 2018. 

AWARDS: Honorary Life Member NCWV ς October 2001 to death. 
Honorary Life Member Central Gippsland Branch ς 2009ς2018 
State Government of Victoria ς International Year of the Volunteer Award ς 2001. 

CENTRAL GIPPSLAND BRANCH ς 
President - March 1989ςMarch 1992ς2002; Sept. 2006ςSept. 2007. 
Honorary Secretary -  1986ς1989; 1993; 1996ς1998; 2007-2009. 
Acting Honorary Secretary ς 1993. 
Honorary Treasurer ς 1984 and part 1985. 
Delegate to NCWV Council ς 1987-1995. 
Branch Representative to NCWV Executive: March 1989ςMarch 1990; 2003-2005; 2009-2010. 

   Regional Vice President -1991; 2005-2006. 2016-2017 
NCWV Associate Member: 1993-2000. (8 years). 
NCWV Member ς Sub Committee: Constitution ς late 1999 early 2000. 
NCWV Standing Committee:  Youth 1992-1999.  (8 years). 
Representative for Central Gippsland Branch, 2010-2011 - Motor Scooter Safety Council, La Trobe 
Valley, Gippsland. 
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT: 
Member ς Business and Professional Women ς Traralgon Club. 
Member ς U3A Morwell. 

 Mavis Lynch     Beryl Foster OAM 

Beryle Frances Foster (formerly Campbell) OAM: 12th January 1926 ς 13th July 2019. 
NCWV Murray Valley (Swan Hill) Branch - c. 1967. 
 Attended 3rd meeting of Sunraysia (Mildura) Branch in 1969.  
 Associate Member ς 1986ς2019. 
 Voting Associate Proxy, 1990; Voting Associate, 1991 
 Associate Delegate to NCWV Executive, 1991-1993 
 Note Taker for Associate Meetings, 1994-1995 
 Proxy for Associates Convenor, 1996 
 First proxy for Associates, 1997-2004 
 Executive Member - Finance Sub-Committee and Functions/Fundraising Sub Committee, 1993. 
 Attended the Re-Opening of Murray Valley (Swan Hill) Branch ς June 1994. 
Elected as first woman councillor for Swan Hill City Council - 1969. 
Membership ς!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴ [ƻŎŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 League of Women Voters of Victoria. 
 Penguin Club. 
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Coral Heather Sundblom: 14th March 1935ς26th August, 2019.  
 Delegate ς Larnook Ex-ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀtion  

                      

Coral Sundblom      Pauline Goonan  

Pauline Margaret Goonan (nee Cushing): 11th February, 1926ς19th April, 2020. 
 Member ς Corangamite Branch, 1961-1996 
 Branch Secretary, 1975-1977 
 Branch Delegate NCWV Council, 1975-1978  
 

AWARDS 

2020 Australia Day Honours  

 

                 
           Elisabeth Newman AM  Dr Pat Phair OAM 

NCWV Honorary Life Member. 

Elisabeth Margaret Newman. (September 2019) 

Dr. Patricia Gloria Phair OAM (February 2020)     

  

Leadership  

The Rt. Hon. Lord Mayor of 

Melbourne, Sally Capp:  

2019 McKinnon Emerging 

Political Leader of the year. 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ tŜŀŎŜ 

Garden with NCWV 

members in 2019. 

Honorary Member 

(AM) of the Order of 

Australia:  

Elisabeth Margaret 

Newman AM,  

for significant service 

to women at the 

national and 

international level. 
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HONORARY ARCHIVL{¢Ω{ REPORT July 2019-June 2020 - Janet Galley OAM 

With the knowledge that communication is now more readily available, there have been fewer enquiries for 

general research on members, past and present, seeking information on their membership of NCWV for 

support of Awards, Honours, connections for researchers and authors writing commemorative histories of 

not for profit, non-government organisations and family history. Also, requests for images of eminent women 

who have contributed much to the social fabric of our society and community.  However, the request for 

information on one such woman was Kitty McEwan whose connection with NCWV was as a delegate for the 

Australian Land Army Ex-Members Association from 1953-1968. She was also appointed the NCWV Honorary 

Publicity Officer (later known as Hon. Press and Publicity Officer) from 1957 to 1969 when she died. 

The Sports Federation of Victoria awarded a Perpetual Trophy for the Victorian Sportswoman of the Year 

commencing in the early 1990s, which was a highlight of an annual function which honoured all sportswomen 

in Victoria for many years. 

As Honorary Archivist, I have continued to research and write information for requests that NCWV receive.  

This is not only interesting but educational, as one gains knowledge of what NCWV has achieved since its 

founding in 1902, as well as the outstanding women who have been members, either as delegates for 

organisations or as individual members, regardless of whether the member was from the city, regional, rural 

or remote areas of Victoria. I also prepare the list of Vales and Awards for the Annual Report 

The NCWV Newsletter has been lodged for Legal Deposit as required. 

NCW Victoria is to be commended on having an active program for Individual Members (formerly Associates) 

as 2020 is a celebration of 60 years of bi-monthly meetings, initiated by Minnie Peden who arranged visits to 

places of cultural and educational interest for NCWV members, and donations to NCWV for payment of items 

such as the post office box, storage space, rent for meeting venues. Mrs. Peden would be delighted that from 

her initiative in bringing Associates - now Individual Members ς together, has furthered Individual Members 

role in NCW Victoria 

Congratulations to NCWV on a wonderful achievement of commitment by past and present Individual 

Members. I have urged members, over many years, to write their own personal story and achievements in 

their life. There has been ample opportunity to do so in the past few months. It is an experience of usually 

pleasant memories and of great importance in putting together a valuable document, which will be an 

accurate history of your life. 

Regrettably over the past months, it has not been possible for me to be present at NCWV Individual and 

Council Meetings due to unforeseen circumstances which are unknown into the future. 

The Honorary Archivist may be contacted through NCWV office if you are seeking information relevant to 

NCWV. My greetings to all members and may NCWV continue well into the future. 

 

YOUNGNCWVIC: Acting Convenor Sarah Morgan 

At the end of 2019, Elisabeth Newman and I were invited to the Regent Theatre for the Melbourne GirlsΩ 

College Richmond End of Year Assembly. After the event we had a chat with Lucy Skelton about the Student 

Voice Network linking in/partnering with NCWV. There has been growing interest in YoungNCWVic from 

students at other schools. Contact has been made by phone and email.  

These students are currently Year 12 students. Unfortunately, their final year of schooling has been disrupted 

due to the COVID-19 restrictions. We wish them well with their final exams later in the year. 

 




